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YEAR 7 STUDENTS — SECONDARY SCHOOL 

50. Mrs M.H. ROBERTS to the Minister for Education: 

I remind the minister that last year she advised she had not yet made up her mind whether year 7s should be at 
high school.  

(1) Has the minister now made up her mind; and, if not, when will she make up her mind?  

(2) Has the minister or her department commenced or completed any financial estimates on the placements 
of year 7 at high school; and, if so, when were the estimates done and what is the anticipated cost?  

Dr E. CONSTABLE replied: 

(1)–(2) I am really pleased that the member for Midlands has at last raised a substantial and substantive issue in 
education. The issue of whether year 7s should be in high school is currently under review. It is not one 
that I think we can rush. It is one that we need to understand in great detail. I appreciate the decision 
that was made by the former government—I think in 2007—on this issue, but since then a range of 
additional matters have occurred that we needed to take into account. The very first one was the move 
by the Catholic Education Office and many independent schools to place their year 7s in high school. 
That has had a marked effect on many of our upper primary schools, with students leaving earlier than 
they usually would have—at the end of year 6 rather than year 7. In fact, we can see in some areas that 
children are moving even before year 6, and in years 4 and 5 there is a drift away to the non-
government schools. That has had a marked effect on how we deliver education in many of our primary 
schools. People will always point to the western suburbs in this regard, but we are seeing major issues 
in not only the western suburbs, but also throughout the metropolitan area. The member for Victoria 
Park raised this issue in his speech last week.  

Another issue that has been raised now is the release of the national curriculum for public comment. 
When one looks at the curriculum, it is quite evident that there is an assumption that year 7s will be in 
high school, or certainly taught by specialist teachers. That is a grave concern to us. We have to again 
look at the moves in the national curriculum to see whether it is appropriate to have children in primary 
schools or in high schools. It is interesting to note that in the past two or three weeks, Queensland has 
announced that it is proposing to move its year 7s into high schools from 2014. That will leave only 
South Australia and Western Australia with year 7 children in primary schools.  

Therefore, the vast majority of year 7 children in this country now are in high schools. 

Mrs M.H. Roberts interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Midland! 

Dr E. CONSTABLE: I have instructed the department and I am in consultation and conversation with it about 
this constantly. It is reviewing in great detail — 

Mrs M.H. Roberts: Do you intend to answer part (2) about the financial estimates or not? 

The SPEAKER: Member for Midland! 

Mrs M.H. Roberts: I am afraid you might sit down and not answer! 

The SPEAKER: I am sure you want to hear the answer to the question, member for Midland, but I formally call 
you for the first time. I will give you an opportunity to ask a supplementary question, if you are not convinced of 
all the information, at a later stage. 

Dr E. CONSTABLE: The Department of Education is reviewing this issue in great detail for me and part of that 
review will be the financial estimates. I have not received those yet. When the review is complete, I will take it 
to cabinet for discussion. 
 


